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For God ſhall bring every work into judg- 


ment , with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil. 


a Philoſophical Diſquik- 


tion concerning a {tate 


of Happineſs; wherein 
the Wile mandorh par- 
ticularly diſcuſs each of thoſe SubjeRs, 


which according to the various opini- 
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' ons and tempers of men, are believed 
to have any pretence to If. 

The / pregedent © Verſe. ( as I have 
formerly  ſhewed ) doth- contain the 
Concluſzon of the whole matter ; The 
chief inference, and reſult from all the 
former Debates and Enquiries ; where- 
in he aſſerts, T hat every man's true 
happineſs doth conſiſt in being rei- 
gious, In fearing God, and keeping his 
Commandments. 

And though: this Concluſion had 
been ſufficiently proved by great va- 
riety of Arguments, in-the foregoing 
Diſcourſe; yet he thjaks fir here in 
the cloſe of ' all, to back and enforce 
it with one Argument more; which 
above all others is moſt apt to make 
deep impreſſion upon the minds of men; 
and (if any thing can) to perſwade 
them to the Duties of Religion : 
And that is the conſideration of the 
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laft Judgment, in the words of the. 
Text, For God ſhall bring , &c. _ 

That which I intend from theſe 
words, is to prove, againſt the Infi- 
dels and Scoffers of this Age, The 
Reaſonableneſs and the Credibility of 
this great Principle of Religion , con- 
cerning a future ſtate of Reward and 
Puniſhment. 

Though the Principal Evidence for 
this do depend upon Scripture, eſpeci- 
ally the New Teſtament, . where it is 
ſaid, That life and immortality is brought » Tim. :, 
to light by the Goſpel. Yet in a point © 
of ſo great moment and conſequence 
as this is, it is not to be imagined, 
that God ſhould have left himſelf with- 
out 4 witneſs to all the Nations of the 
World; but that all men ſhould be 
endowed, with ſuch natural Capacities 
and Notions, as being improved by 


Conſideration, will afford ſufficienc 
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evidence for he belief. _ this” great 
Fundamental Principle. — 
As for ſuch men, who live nadey the 
nſe of Guilt, wu latereſt it is 
that there ould be no. future account, 
It cannot be otherwiſe expetted 6h 
ſuch, But chat they ſhould be willing 
to dif believe this. , And from hence 
It is, that ſome of the: Ancient” Phi- 
boſo phers have employed their Learn- 
ing and Subtilty, -ro diſpute them- 
ſelves into ſome kind. of doubts and 
uncertainty about it. And yet the ge- 
nerality even of theſe have been forced 
to acknowledg it much more proba- 
ble than the contrary. And,as forthe 
Vulgar \ort of people, who. are gui- 
ded by the more. mple dictates of 
Nature , Theſe have in all Ages and 
Nations ſubmitted themſelves to rhis 
Dodrine , and profeſſed a firm be- 
lief of it And though Lulgar Opi- 
| : nion 
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nion be but a very bad Topick about 
ſuch matters as may gratifie men in 
their caſe and ſenſual appetites; yet 
in ſuch other Opinions as are croſs 
to their Worldly Intereſts, it may 
argue ſuch things to be from ſome na- 
toral impreſſion upon their minds, 
which they muſt believe, and cannot 
otherwiſe chule. 6 

The Arguments I would make uſe 
of ro this purpoſe, may be reduced 
to theſe three general Heads: 


1, From the ſutableneſs of this 
Principle, to the moſt natural Notions 


of our Minds. 

2. The Neceſſity of it, to the go- 
vernment of mens Lives and Afions in 
this World. | 

2- The Neceſſity of it, for the vin- 


dication of Divine Providence. 
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INN 'T begin wirh the firſt : Phe ſurta- 


blentfs 'of it tothe moſt natural 'No- 


_tionr of © our "Minds, and thoſe' kind 


of Impreſfions which belong tous; as 
we are Reaſonable Creatares. ' We ſee 


by-experience;- that all other things 


(fo! far as we are able 'to judg) Mzi- 


nerals; Plants, Beaſts , &c. arenaturally 


endowed with ſuch Principles , as are 


- moſt fit to promote the perfection of 


mls of Mankind, eſpecially the 


their "natures in their ſeveral Kinds. 
And therefore it is by no means -cre- 


dible, that Mankind only , the moſt 


excellent of all the other Creatures in 
this viſible World, for. the ſervice of 
whom, ſo many other things ſeem to 
be defigned , ſhould have ſuch kind of 
Principles interwoven in his very Na- 
ture, as do contain in them meer cheats 
and deluſions. And therefore whatfoe- 
ver thoſe things are, which the gene- 


moſt 
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moſt wiſe and-the:, moſt copſfederate 
part \'of.. them ,.do-'agree in ,/ought-'to 
be allowed for highly deedible;. other- 
wiſe it-muſt follow; that we: are fra- 
med\with-fuch- kind of; Facylties , as 
1n our moſt cautious exercie-of them, 
fe: more likely to ſeduce us, andex- 
us: to Error ,.'than to: diref and 
ths us to the: Truth, n bw 
But I ſhall endeavour to manikel 
this more particularly, by. theſe three 


_ derations./\) 2; : 
. \This Principle is: maſk ſaicable 


to yi general -Apprehenſcons of - Man- 
kind, concerning the: nature of .Good 


and-Erwil. 
2. To tink a Hopes ſie 


ExpeQations which the generality of 
ood. men have , concerning a ſtare of 


= Happineſs 
. To thole natural Fears —_ Ex- 


” Ca which the generality of 


7 wicked 
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wicked,mensare: paſiiſed: with , concer- 

niej: F'1 'frture ya: of Puniſoment and 
iſery. ; 30 

1. Fhis Pringle is moſt ſuitable 
to the general \Apprebenfons of  Man- 
kind concerning the nature -/of | Good 
and''Evil. AH men heretofore have 
agreed, that there is ſuch a I hing as 
the Law 'of Nature, | whereby T7 os 
are diſtinguiſhed into Good and Bad; 
according to which, the Actions of 
men are determined to be eitheri Vir- 
mus or Vicious. And as the one' of 
theſe, doth inthe eſſence-of it imply 
Conttlineſs and  Reward'; fo doth the 
other denote. Turpitude and - Puniſh- 
ment. Theſe things being implied. in 
the very definitions of Virtueand Vice. 
And from hence it will follow;, That 
as there. is fome Superior Power who 
hath put this Law into our Natures ; 
lo -_ he rake care to enforce the ob- 
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ſervance of - ity! by - rewarding and 
puniſhing men! accorditglys: 'Fhis be- 


ing implicd in the natureof a Law. © / 


If there be nothing in'themnaked-e(- 


fence 'of things: thatiniakes. them to dif- 


fer , but whar doth'meerly ariſe from 


Cuffom and Poſaroe Laws; why'then- 


Cuſtomiand Law: would be; able-to 


render iti a very _virtuodus*:and-.com- 


mendable thing for a man tobe in- 
grateful, a breaker of. Compat#s ,; 


fa e Wimeſs , a Perjured: perſon; _ 


is '{o' monſtrous a Poſition ;; that «the 


common Reaſon'of Mankind will ab- 


hor it-upon' the firſt. propoſal. . \No- 
ching 1s more obvious than that there 
is a ufiiverſal: defire: -amongſt rien ;. of 
ſeeming honeſt: The moſt. impudene 
and | profligate Wretch being, loth to 
be ehcemen 'ro- be, what really. he is. 
The: very Sin of Hypocrilie, lo gene- 


ral —_— men; doth-:give-a large. 
2 Teſtimony 
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Teſtimoriy 'to (the Beay* of>' Good: 
neſs” and the' Deformity of Viee.” Not. 
is there any account to be given, why 
there ſhould be imprefled upon 'the 
nature: of men ſuch a value for the: 
one\/-and diſlike for the other, if there 
were not" in the things themſelves; 
ſomething ſuitable ro thoſe contrary 
affections. Fa” ih: 
We ſee by experience, that there 
is ſuch a kind of Reſt 'and Acqui- 
eſcence in the mind; upon the diſco- 
very of Truth, and "the doing of Vir- 
tous Ations, as belong to natural 
Bodies, when they are in their pro- 
per places: Which may argue theſe 
things to have ſome peculiar ſuitable- 
nels to the Soul of man, and that the 
oppolites to them do offer violence to 
ſome natural Principle belonging to. it. 
2. This Principle is moſt ſuitable 
to thoſe natural Hopes and' Expe@ati- 


ons 
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ons. which 5" Ty pe, "good men 
have'concerning, a ſtare of- future Hap- 
pineſs, From whence doth ariſe- that 
Confidence and--Courage , whereby. 
thoſe of meaneſt Quality and. Abili- 
ties {if otherwiſe Vos perſons } 
can ſupport themſelves in their ſuffer- 
ings for that which is good: Which 
doth neceſſarily ſuppoſe in them a 
ſtrong, and even a natural belief and 
perſwaſion of ſuch a future ſtate, 
wherein their ſufferings ſhall be conli- 
dered and rewarded. | 

Beſides that , there is a ——- to, 
fire in all men, ow a ſtate of Hap- 
pineſs and Perfedlion. And if We Con- 
ſider the utter. impoſſibility. of attain- 
ing to any ſuch- condition in this life, 
This will render it highly credible; 
That there muſt be another ſtate whae- | 
in this Happineſs is attainable: other - 
wiſe Mankind muſt fail of his chief 
End, 
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End, beiogbya-natural Principle moſt 
ſtrodiplys inclinedto.- ſuch) actate-'of, 
Happineſs:as'he 'can never attain ito. 
As" if -he: were-purpoſely framed: to be: 
tormented berwixt theſe two? Paſſions, 
Defre:; and Deſpair;:can 'carneſt: Pro: 
petſion after Happineſs; and an-utte? 
incapacity” of ever'enjoying-it-) And, 
which s:yer'more confiderable ; The. 
betie? and the: wiſer any man is, :the 
more-earneſt: defires 'and hopes bath 
he after :fuchia" ſtate” of Happinels. 
And-if- there: be'ho:fuch :thing,, Not 
only ' Nature,” but Virtue Tikewile 
muſt:contribure.to-/make men miſera- 
ble; Than which ; nothing can ſeem 
more unreaſorable: to thoſe. who be- 
lieve a Juſt and/a Wiſe Providence. 
3. This Principle ' is' moſt ſuitable 
to thoſe: Fears and Expefations which 
the eneraliry of wicked men are pol- 
Glled with A. a" future flate 


en 


vefiqs the- KING: || 


oe. 
= 


o:Witnds thoſe; natural fag- 
Zticns ob Conlcience-mithe want of 
men ;;'that upon any © wicked: aQon' 


( though never fo: private:)-are' often 


rumesiliartling of: themy- with/the ap-! 


prehenfions:of another! Judicature: and 
Fribunal ;: before which they ſhall-be 
called to: an; acconnt- for their: Cloſeſt 
ſins All-that ſecret regret;; and [thoſe 
inward ſmitings, Laziatus &+ Ie, 
which are fo often felt in_the Minds 
of men, upon the. commiſſion of any: 
great fin, do argue 'ſome-common.u- 
timations, even in:the Light of Na- 
ture, of another. Jadgment: /after this 


life ,, wherein they ſhall be accounta- 
ble for ſach- Agions, . which: men- do 
not. punifh or takenotice of. / 

And theſe natural Feats Jotſually 
ſeize upon :all-kind of - men promiſcu- 
ouſly ; even thoſe who are moſt Potent, 
who by their tr ' ills can give Laws 


to 


ASremon 


to Nrnnng -and” command. mighty 
"Armies; yet cannot they avoid theſe 
Checks and Laſhes of Conſcience, but 
that they will: ſeize upon them, and 
ſhake them, as well: as, the pooreſt 
'meaneſt Subject. Nor can ſuch as are 
moſt obſtinately wicked', who with their 
utmoſt ſtudy  and' endeavour, apply 
themſclves to the ſuppreſſing and dil- 
belief of theſe Notions, ſo wholly 
ſtifle them , but that they will be con- 
tinually riſing up in, their Minds, and 
purlaing of them. 

Now as there is. no' man whatſoe- 
ver, that is wholly freed from theſe 
fears of future miſery after' death, fo 
there is no. other. Creature but- Man, 
that hath any fears of this kind. And 
if there be no real ground for this, then 
muſt it follow, That he who framed 
all his other Works with ſuch an eXx- 
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the Nao of Man, the. molt | noble 
amongſt. them, -AS to. prove Fl needleſs 
torment and burden to it (elf. 

It it be aid, That theſe, Notions 


may proceed from. ſa ch Principles as 


men have derived” from Inſtitution, and 
the Teaching of 6rhers, and do not 
imply a Neceffit Ity 4 of any fach Natu- 


ral impreſſions. 


To this it may be anſwered , That 
it is ſufficient to denominate them Na- 
tural Notions, if they have fach': a ſutta- 
bleneſs to the Minds of men , as_makes 
' them to be generally owned by allthoſe 
who apply. their thoughts to the conr 
fideration of therti, And' that oy 
have ſuch a natural ſuitableneſs, 
appear , Becauſe Inſtitution ——_—_ 
catily eradicate theſe notions, AsSit can 
fix them. Now if the. meer teaching 
of. others were it ſelf ſufficient to im- 


ger theſe:Notions ,- without any ſach 
C 2 Jecu- 


2]e Would? be as ſufficient to we- 
4p Ne apain : "Flpecially 'conſider- 
_ing the advant: pe on*this fide, ' from 
. that "natatal Tepugnancy "we ” have, 
F rh any thing which brings diſquiet 
_ th our Minds.” And nothing is more 
|  troubleſ6me" in” "this kind, than the 
| Fear which follows upon Giile. 
© But now, though leſs have been 
ſeveral men, of no mean Abilities, in 
"ſeveral Ages, who have niadet ir their 
© biifineſs: 6g root” out of the Minds: of 
men all ſach troubleſome notions about 
a future ſtate, endeavouring to per- 
"fade themlelyes and others, That as 
"there was a time before they were born 
. imto the world, when they were not; 
| 80. at their dying, or going out of it, 
they: ſhall exiſt no more. And yer, 
-though it be” their intereſt to believe 
" this, though they make it their: _ 


hae. + # 25 3, £ YI _ a 4 
( LE . r " 
- Bios 


” : 
—_— 
£ 

© 

LL ©tt 

MW. 

” . 

4 


{s-1;t9; F aT — oe: pe 
< "of 


E and others: to Þ 5. Fo May ea 


be: doubted; whether. ;ever, yer, there 


Tt bark been {o- much. as, ane.[ rſon that 
- hath - hereby . become (ablolu ately: free 
- from theſe Fears :\. But for the .moſt 
part, 'Thoſe who © wquld. have them 
- eſteemed vain andimaginary,, without 

any foundation. in, Nature,,,, Theſeare 
- the perſons who are moſt aſſaulted 


with them... . -- 
Ea $4 qut. Fa Ge ad onniaful: 
, ©0,p0 werful. and wncon- 


CIC. are has impreſſions, and 


- therefore. natural. 


"27 Thokcond Kaba Þ none) 
to-ſpeak to, was from the. Neceſſity of 


this Principle , to tbe right go 
mens Lives and Atians an thu world, yah, 


the preſerving of Society amongſt them. 


Nothing can be-more evident, than 


that the Human. Nature is fo Famed, 


as not to on ule and 1 kept” within. 
due.bqunds, without, Laws ; and Lhiws 
moſt _be jnfi gnificant, without the San- 
Rions of. Kewards . and. Puaniſhments, 
whereby, men. may -be necefſirated” "to 
the oblery ce .of them. Now the 
temporal. Lewards . and Puniſhments, 
of this life, cannot. be ſufficient to this 
end ; and therefore. there is a neceſſity, 
that there ſhould. be another! furure 
ſtate of Happineſs,and. Miſery. 

- All the j it and Puniſhments 
of this. life; areito, be. expected either 
from |the Gruil, Magihtrae: who by | 
virtue of his Place and Calling i is ob= 
bgrgco the duty . of diſtributive. Ju- 

ſtice :.. Or elſe from Divine Providence, 
according- to. that _moſt uſual courſe 
which we find. by. experience. to be ob-- 
ſerved by; Hin, in. his | penn of 
theſe Temporal thin | Now neither 
of, theſe can afford falfdiens ” Motives 
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inclinations ' of their own. Appetites.. 
Nor would it: afford any remedy: in 
the caſe of ſuch wicked. Mapiſtrates as 
ſhould; invert the order of their Inſti- 
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not reach unto; namely all, ſuch caſes 
. 2 The oy I40Y ; po gt IA. 
where, .a, man's, Reaſqn, ſhall jinform 


bim, ,that chere is far greater probabi- 


liry-of fafery and-advantage by com. 
mitting a'ſin , than can. be ky 
expeed,, (according to his, experience 
of the uſual .courle of things in_ the 
world,)by doing bis duty. Sorpok the 
caſe. of, the, three Children ,, or. of any 
others called to Martyrdom, who may 
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be threatned with torments and deat 
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ounce” ' their Religion; TE ir appear - 


to them very probable! ſuppoſes hun-: 
dred to one, that upon 'theit” refufal, 
Their Perfecutors will really execute 
what they threaten?” 'And*if-on' the: 
other ſide it appear: very improbable; 
ſuppoſe ten thouſand toone, that they 
ſhall not be delivered by a Miracle : In 
ſuch caſes, it jsnot to be expetted that 
the confiderition” of the ordinary 
courſe of ' Providence in” the diſpenſa- 
tion. of Rewards” and' Punithments; 
ſhould be ſufficient to reſtrain a man 
from any kind of Blaſphery or Vil 
lan whatſoever. ” 

Bur the thing am ſpeaking to, will 
more fully appear, by conſideration of 
thoſe horrid Milchiefs of all kinds, that 
would moſt naturally follow from the 
denial of this Docrme.- 

x there be no fuch thing to be ex- 


Pa as Happineſs or Miſery here- 
D after, 


OY 


after, Why thenthe only buſineſs that 
men are to take care of , is their pre- 
ſent well-being in this World ; There 
being nothing to be counted either 
Good or Bad, but in order to this, 
Thoſe things which we conceive to be 
_ conducibke to it, being the only du- 
ties; and all other things that are ccols 
ro it, being'the only ſos. And there- 
fore whatever a man's Appetite ſhall 
incline him to, he ought not to deny 
himſelf in. it (be the thing what it will) 
ſo he can have it, or do it without 
probable danger. 

Suppoſe itbe matter of Gainor He 
fit he is diſpoſed to, if he can cheat 
or ſteal ſecurely , this will be ſo far 
from being a fault , that it is plainly 
his duty, Becauſe it is aproper means 
to promote his chief End. 

And fo for other caſes of Anger, 
Hawes, Revenge , &C. _ Avoecdi ing to 


this 


_ before the KING: 


this Principle, a man' muſt take the feſt 
opportunity of ſatisfying theſe Paſi7- 
ons , by doing any kind of miſchief 
to the m_ he is offended with, 
whether by falſe Accuſations and Per. 
jury; or (if need be) by poyſoning 
or ſtabbing of them ; provided he can 
do theſe things ſo\, as to eſcape the 
ſuſpition of others , and Humane Pe- 
nalty. 
Now let any man judg, what Bears, 
and Wolves, and Devils, men would 

ove to one another , if every thing 
ſhould be not only lawful, but a duty, 
whereby they might gratifie their im- 

tuous Luſts, if they might either 
petjure themſelves , or ſteal, or mur- 
der as often as they could doit ſafely, 
and” get any advantage by it. 

Bur thele' things are fo very obvi- 
ous, and' undeniable, that the moſt 
prophate Atheiſtical perſons do own 
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| yith them, Becauſe then-they could 


the REIT of them) And apon this, they 
are willing toacknoWledg; That: Re- 
ligion and the belief of another. life , is 
a very politick invention., and need- 
ful for the well-; -yoverning of the world, 
and for the keepirig men in-awe, from 
the doing —_ ſecret miſchiets, Which 
Coy the way ) 1s'#' conceſſion. of no 
all advanitage tb the honour of Re- 
ligion, conſidering that it proceeds from 
the” greateſt profeſſed \Enemies | to it, 


Whereby they! orant, that-it: is fitthele 


things: ſborld'be ra if they are not; 
or © leaſt thar It is firs that the gene- 


rality of men ſhould. believe them.to.be 


true. And- cough they:chemſelves pre- 
E 


tend'to' believe otherwiſe, - yet arc they 
not fo far out of their 'wits, as:to--be 


willitig' that thoſe with whom they con: 


verlt their" Wives, and Children, and 
Setvanits ſhould be "86 theſame opinion 


have. | 


before the KING. 


have no reaſon to 'expet any fafery a- 
mongſt- them. - What. ſecurity: could 
any man have of his Eſtate ;.or Ho- 
nour , or Life, if ſach with whom he 
is moſt: faaniliar and. intimate, might 
think themſelves at liberty to. do all: che 
ſecret miſchiefs to them, that they had 
opportunity! to-comnut ? 

'Bur there is one thing more which 
thoſe , who -profels to dil: believe this 
Principle, ſhould do well to conſider; 
and'chat is this, That-there is no 1034+ 
ginable-reaſon,,, why. C amongſt thoſe 
that know them ) they ſhould pretend 
to-any: kind: of Honeſty-.or. Conſcience, 
becauſe they-are wholly deſtitute of all 
ſuch motives as may-be ſufficient.toob- 
lige them to- any thing of. this-nature. 
But according.to:therp,, that: which is 
called. Virtue and Religion., muſt. be 
one of rhe: m—__ m_ and d uſeleſs things 


it'the world..--. 3 
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As for the ©; Principle of | Honour, 
which ſome- imagine may ſupply - the 
room of Conſcience , This relates only 
to external Reputation, and the eſteem 
which we have amongſt others; And 
therfore can be of noinfluence toreſtrain 
men from doing any ſecret miſchict. 


From what hath been ſaid, it will 


follow , That thoſe who haveany re- 


oard to their own. ſafeties, ought to 
abandon all kind of ſociety with ſuch 


pernicious perſons, who-according to 


their own Principles, muſt take all op- 


portunities of doing\any miſchief to 
others, which they are able to effeR, with: 
any advantage tothemlelves. ; 
Now if | this be fo (as I have-pro- 
ved), that the nature of man is fo fra- 
med, as not. to be effeQually periwa- 
ded and wrought upon, without the 
conſideration of ſuch a, future, ſtate. If 
it be neceſlary to put ineverlaſting mo- 
os tives, 
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tives, as the Sanftionsof that Law, by 
which the Humane Nature is to bego-. 
verned ; This muſt render it highly 
credible , that there is ſuch a ſtate. Be- 
cauſe it muſt needs be very unworthy 
of God, to conceive of Him ; that he 
hath contrived the nature of one of his 
beſt and moſt noble Creatures, after ſuch 
a manner, as to make it. incapable of 
being governed without falſhood and 
deceit. 

' 3. Thethird and laſt Argument I pro- 
poſed to ſpeak to, was from theneceſlity 
of this Principle to the vindication of 
Drvine Providence. Nothing is more 
univerſally acknowledged; than that 
God is Good and Juſt, That: well-do- 
ing ſhall be rewarded, andevil Actions - 
puniſhed by Him. And yet we ſee that 
his diſpenſations in this life are many 
times promiſcuous and uncertain; fo 


that a man camot jude of love or ha- 


tred 
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ired by all that 5s before bim. Theworſt 
men are ſomertimesin the-beſt condition. 
- If inhs life only we bad bope, we ſhould 

be of all men the moſt miſerable , ſaith the 
Apoſtle , ſpeaking concerning thoſe pri- 
mitive times of Perſecution, when the 
better any man was, the.more was he ex- 
poſed to ſufferings. 

- Now the greater Uncertainty there is 
as 'to the preſent Afairs in this world, 
By fo much greater is the Certainty of 
a future Fudgment. oY x 

W hat could be a 'greater difparage- 
ment to Divine Providence, than to 
permit the Calamities and Sufferings 
which good men undergo in this world, 
many times upon the account of Re- 
ligion , to paſs xnrewarded; and the 
many 'Miſchiefs and Prophanations, 
which wicked men take the advantage 
of committing, by their Greatneſs and 
Proſperity in this world, to' go anpun- 
iſbed? C: 


(Y ils 
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+ Vat great. iglary! would it; be, eo 
prel ide over... this, .Matezial;, World, 
Starrs and_ "Meteors, Sea: and: Lond: 
Plants and Beafts,, 0;put. theſe. things 
into ſuch 2 regular .cour(e.,.as abayhe 
ſuitable to their natures ,? ayd-the ope- 
rations for which they aredefi igned; and 
in the mean ſpace to haye-ngi p | 
tionable regard, .cither for.thoſe charre- 
verence the, Deity, or thoſe who con- 
ren Him? 

Tis very. well ſaid t to \thispurpole by | 
a late Author,. .I hat; not-to canduQ 41r-lds. 
the courſe of Nature:in a due manner, 


might {peak ſame.defe& of Wiſdom in 
God: but not.to compenſate. Virtue, 


and:Fice, belides the defe&t of -wiſdom, 
in.not adjuſting things ſuitably to their 
qualifications, but croſly coupling Pro- 
ſperity with; Vice, and Miſery .with 
Virtue,' would argue too great-a defe# 


of. Goo and. gf, Fifi. And. per- 
Haps 
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haps ir: woald- not be leſs. expedient 

aith he?) 'with' Epicurns, todeny: all 
Bilbao 'than toiaſcribe-to it ſuch 
defeas: Ic being ls unworthy of: the 
Divine-Nature;, ito: negle&ithe; Lia: 
verſe": altogether; than-to adminiſter 
Human Afairs with ſo.much Ingalls 
ard Irregularity. ©. 

And rherefore tis. a—__ far hi 
i: of Divine -. Providence, 
that there ſhould be a future ſtate ond 
day of Account, wherein every. man 
ſhalt be forced to- acknowledg, that-we- 

Pal.58.11; rily there i a reward for the righteous ; 
doubtleſs there us a Gol that per tbe 
(earth. 

| crave jeave-fae', a a of A pli 
cation; and Thave done. If this be {o, it 
_— concerr-us then to enquire, - 

. Whether we do in good earneſt 
believe this, That there ſhall be a- fa- 
ture ſtate of Reward er up 
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do we profeſs our ſelves 'to be Chriſti- 
ans? Why-do we..not: renounce, the 
Articles of. our Creed ? Nay; 'why:do 
we pretend to-any Religion? Nothing 
can be more falſe and unworthy, than 
in a ſolemn and religious mannerto own 
that 'in our outward Profeſſion, which 
we do inwardly diſ-belicve and deny.- 
2. Do weatany time ſeriouſly cont- 
fider this ?: and revolve upon it in our 
mirids? Do'webethink our ſelves, what 


our own condition is like to be at that 


time, what'preparations we have' made 
for it, what grounds we have for hope? 
There cannot poſſibly be any. greater 
ſtupidity, chan for a man to. be. ſlight 
andcareleſs in a buſineſs of ſo great mo- 
ment. "Tis the want of believing. and 
conſidering this, that is the-chicf caule 
of all the viciouſneſs and diſorder in 
the world. E 3 W hac 


according as'mens Lives;and Adions. 
have, been in this world. If not, why 
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| = What inqreſſion dock. belicf 
and conſideration of this make upon. 
our bearts and lives? Doth it ſtir up. 


in us, vebement-deferes', and carefulneſs 


of inind in preparing for that time? .[f 

a man were to be rryed for his life at the 
next Allizes, How would his thoughts 
be taken up about his defence, what an- 


| ſet he ſhould make, what the main plea 


is which he ſhould infiſt upon ; by what 
evidence it thipht be {ſtrengthaed and 
deared up? He would as ſoon. forget 
toeat his 'meat,, or to go tobed, as to 
ter a buſineſs of this nature ſlip out 'of 
ms mind; Eo 7 
There is nothing more hard to be 
reſtrained, than the Impetuous and 
wild Exorbitances of Youthz And 
yet fuch perſons would nd. , durſt not 1n- 
dalge themſelves, according to theways 
of ther own hearts , and the feght of their 
eyes; If they didreally believeand con- 
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bring them to judgment. ; 
The buſineſs of Religion, muſt 
therefore be above all other things of 
greateſt conſequence to us, becaule 'ris 
the only means to ſecure us, as to our 
future conditions. The affairs of this 


life are but of ſhort continuance, and 


fall of uncertainty: And therefore 'tis. 


not much material what a man's condi- 
_ tion may be in that reſpe&t. But there 


is another (ſtate and time which will 
more nearly concern our care; and that 


is the great day of Account. And till a. 


man hath in ſome meaſure providedfor 


this, he cannot live comfortably , or 


ſheep _ or have any ſolid peace in. 


his mind; but muſt upon every ſerj- 


ous reflexion be continually.  haunted- 


with frightful apprehenfions about his 


_ everlaſting condition. 


'Tis ſcarce, credible that any man: 
| ſhould: 


WES... — 
ſider , that for all thefe things God. would, nu 
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Thould beſo forriſh, asto think, he ſhall 


eſcape dying: and, when we .do come 


to-departout of,chis world, It will then 
be no advantage to us, that we have had 
Riches, or Honour, or Power.. Theſe 
things will then vaniſh away, as to our 
Poſſeſſion of them ; and the Remembrance 
of them may prove a torment to our 
thoughts , rather than a comfort; . eſpe- 
cially if we have reaſonto ſuſpeR, that 
theſe things were our portion anthis life, 
and may be reckoned upon as our good 


things which we have had already. Cer- 


tain it is, that they will render our Ac- 


a. 17.10, 


counts the more difficult: For to whom 
much is given , of them much ſhall be 
required. We muſt be anſwerable not 
only for our doings, but for the fruit of 
our doings. All the fins, or evil con- 
ſequences which have been occaſioned 
by our Miſcarriages, ſhall be ſet upon 
our ſcore. 


And 
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 Andaif theſe things beſo, What man-, .,, 
ner of perſons ought we'to be in' all: boly 
converſation and godlineſs, looking for, 

and haſtning unto the coming of the day of 
God.” If 'any thing canprevail with men 

to live ſoberly, righteouſly , aud godly an Tit. 2.12 
this preſent world, It muſt be from the 
conſideration of that bleſſed hope and 
glorious appearing of the Great God, our: 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: To whom with; 

the Father, (OM | 
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